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Policy Issues Affecting Persons
who have Disabilities in Arizona
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Legislative session will begin on January 8, 2018

Sine die target is mid-April
House of Representatives:

35 Republicans + 25 Democrats = 60 total

Senate:
17 Republicans + 13 Democrats = 30 total
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House of Representatives

President: Steve Yarbrough (Chandler)
Majority Leader: Kimberly Yee (Phoenix)
Majority Whip: Gail Griffin (Hereford)
Minority Leader: Katie Hobbs (Phoenix)

Assistant Minority Leader: Steve Farley
(Tucson)

Minority Whips: Martin Quezada (Phoenix)
and Lupe Contreras (Avondale)

Speaker: |.D. Mesnard (Chandler)

Majority Leader: John Allen (Scottsdale)
Majority Whip: Kelly Townsend (Mesa)
Minority Leader: Rebecca Rios (Phoenix)

Assistant Minority Leader: Randall Friese
(Tucson)

Minority Whip: Charlene Fernandez (Yuma)
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Unique dynamics for the 2018 session

New legislators: Ben Toma replaced Rep. Phil Lovas (R),
and Geraldine Peten replaced Rep. Jesus Rubalcava (D)

Statewide elections and tense political climate

Term limit impact on House, Senate members

High-profile issues and debates
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Special Education

- SB 1317: schools; specially designed instruction

Expands specially designed instruction to include
instruction from a general education teacher or
other certificated personnel so long as a special
education teacher is involved in the design,
progress monitoring and when appropriate,
delivery of the instruction
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Empowerment Scholarship Accounts

- SB 1431: empowerment scholarships; expansion;
phase-in

V Phases in an expansion of ESAs to all Arizona
public school students

V Law on hold pending voter action on the Save
Our Schools citizen initiative in November 2018
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- ADA Compliance and Access
SB 1239: parking violation; disabilities; access
aisles

Prohibits motorists from stopping in the access aisle of parking spaces
designated for persons with disabilities

SB 1406: public accommodation; services; civil action

Establishes “notice and cure” period prior to filing a civil action for
noncompliance with public accommodation statutes under Arizonans with
Disabilities Act; authorizes a court to impose a sanction on a plaintiff if an action
or series of actions are brought for the primary purpose of getting payment from
the defendant due to the costs of defending the action in court; exempts websites
from public accommodation statutes
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